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Bilinguslism

A CIRITICAL |
ANALYSIS....

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's announcement of the substi-
tution of Chinese language by English as the medium
of teaching in the Nanyang University caused quite
a stir in the otherwise silent population. This is
especially true for the Singapore Chinese. The old-
er folks felt an ache in the heart, for the Nanyang
University was built from the sweat and blood of the
Singapore and Malaysian Chinese the sacred aim
of enabling the Chinese stream students from all
over South East Asia to attain university education
in Chinese, Those who are now in the Chinese stream
are probably wondering where the government is going
to fit them in. Parents who plan to send their child-
ren to Chinese school will have to think twice. Chin-
ese school teachers have their career to think about.

But that is not all.,

Mr. Lee subsequently announced a whole string
of plans in his Bilingual policy. Talks over T.V.
was held to explain the philosophy of Bilingualism
and the government's actions. We can see that the
government is actually very cautious in carrying out
their 'Bilingual Policy'.

Nevertheless, English was officially proclaimed
to be the No.1 language in Singapore.

Doubts?--- Obviously there are many. Why must
we practise Bilingualism? Why should English be so

. important? Will Singapore become an English speak-

ing society? How is the government going to solve
the problem of the influx of Western culture? Is
the government sincere in carrying out a Bilingual
policy?

The article is an attempt to raise questions
and more important, to raise arguments (which weren't
very much raised in those T.V. talks) on various as-
pects of this issue.
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Dear friends,

At last, here comes another issue of Tecanocrat! )

I believe you must have been waiting for it for quite some time. Perhaps even in
disappointment at the irregularity, Well, we, too, share the same feeling. But marred by the
lack of manpower, we were unable to look into this setback until now.

In fact, the Technocrat should have been an organ published to bridge the commu-
nigation gap between the public and SPSU. Thus, the idea behind having this new-look is to
have it published regularly. And instead of the usual compact magazine of 16 pages or more,
we had a bit of reorganisation. Our emphasis in this new format will be on current news and
events and also some analyses on them (which sometimes are hard to come by); such articles
should interest the G.P. students most. We will also be reporting about students' movement,
both locally and from overseas, as we are probably the only source of such news. As far as
possible, poems, short stories, songs, book and film reviews will be included to enrich its

content,

We believe that you will find the 'new" Technocrat interesting and educating.
Due to our limited capability, there is bound to be a lot of setbacks. We sincerely hope that
you will give us your criticisms and suggestions, and we warmly welcome your support,

See you in three weeks time!

What is your view towards stu-
dent activism, generally, in
Singapore?

The aftermath of the 1974 up-
surge in student dynamicism
saw a sharp decline in grass—
rcot student activism. On the
other hand, a new trend was
set for SPSU,.

New trend? Vhat new trend are
you referring to?

: A new kind of leadership has

emerged. Petty policticking
and petty squabbles are no
longer common scenes in Coun~
cil meetingse.

: Do you mean to imply that in

the past there is such phe-
nomema happening?

Yes, a few years back. But the
student leaders, now, are gen-
erally more sincere in serving
the students, Instead of or-
ganising activities for a mi=-
nority, which was the case
previously, mass participated
activities are organised,

Are you trying to say that
there is a great change in the
attitude of the student lead-
ers towards their roles?
Precisely., Flamboyat bureau-
cracy was severely done with
and you do nct find student
leaders going round wearing
coats and ties, standing alwof
from the student masse.

With the change in the leader-
ship, do the students support
the Union?

In terms of active support,
students are generally apa-
thetic,

What do you think could have
attributed to this apathy?
There could be 2 factors for
this, Firstly, students are
too occupied in their studies
to afford time in other stu-
dent activities. Secondly,
there is fear in the students

A:

Signing off: The Editor
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Tne Singapore Polytechnic Students' Union, in the recent years, has undergone distinct stages of
change. In order to have a clearer picture of the change and the situation of the Union, an in-
terview was carried out with a Union Exco official,

that Union involvement means
risking their diplomas and
hence, their future rice-bowls,

Why is there such a fear?
Well, during the recent years,
the college authority had be-
gun to imrose a few policies
such as strict marking of at-
tendance and the removal of
1st year students. All these
acts serve to intensify the
students and therefore further
discouraged them to be active
in extra-mural activities,

:+ With such bad conditions, how

does the Union carry out its
activities?

Though faced with many obsta-—
cles, the Students' Union is
still basically an autonomous
body. Therefore, she still can
organise activities in the
students' interests. With the
correct approach, students
would respond and support an
organisation which can stand
for them, Though the respond
is slow at the moment, it de-
finjitely is growing promising-
ly.

How do the Union remedy this
situation?

Though direct participation in
solving the society problem is
not likely now, due to the
lack of awareness in students,
the Union has organised acti-
vities which are intended to
educate the students towards
the consciousness of the res-
ponsibility in the society
they are in. Workcamps and
community welfare projects arc
such examples. Again, the
Union publications had also
play an important role in this.

Do you mean that the leaders
are putting a lot of effort in
creating Union awareness?

It can be seen that the past
few councils are trying all
means to reach out to all the

.o

students. Various cultural
sporting activities are organ-
ised, Besides, a regular pub-
lication is published to com-
nunicate with the students,

How do the students respond to
all these activities that have
organised?

: Although Union awareness among

students is still lacking, on
the whole, since last year, it
can be seen that students!
response is improving. Union
publication are more widely
read and letters to the Union
are frequently recieved. Du-
ring the Bus Concession Issue
taken up by the Council, over
1 000 students signed up a
petition to SBS and 100 odd
students turned up for the
Extra-ordinary General Meeting
to discuss on the issue, This
of late, the most encouraging
manifestation of students' so-
lidarity in fighting for a
common cause. However, I still
stress that in order that the
Union can further improve its
infrastructure, correct lead-
ership is an essentiality,

It seems that the trend of
orientation towards social
awareness had diminished.
do you think?

True. The studeants participa-
tion in solving social problen
is at very low key, but 1
think the ideal of students in
fighting for a just and better
society is never dead.

What

Besides student apathy, what
other problems are the Union
facing?
Financial difficulties. The
Union has survived almost 3
years with tight budgets since
the Adnin's refusal to collect
compulsory fees on Union's be-
half. However, each year, the
Current Account of the Union
is running lower and lower,
Set page 10.




Tan Wah Piow

ays in England inow

Tan Wah Piow, Vice-President
1973/74 and President 1974/75 of the
University of Singapore Students! Union
was a victim of political persecution
by the Lee Kuan Yew regime, After a far-
cial trial, he was sentenced to a year's
imprisonment on a fabricated charge of
rioting,

- However,- arrest, trial and
prison had not broken Wah Piow!s spirit
but had only served to strengthen his
resolve to fight for freedom and justicee
Morally defeated, the authorities resort-
ed to conscript Wah Piow into the army
the hour of his release from prison.

Such conscription is highly irregular
oend clearly a continuation of his perse-
cution, As far back as 1969, Lee Kuan
Yew had warned that he would draft those
who stepped out of line into military
service. However because of strong stu-
dent protests, the authorities relented
into allowing VWah Piow to report for Na-
tional Service 3 days after his release.
On the day of his release from
prison, Wah Piow made a defiant gneech
against the repressive Lee Kuan Yew re-
gime, He then went into hiding and was
subsequently put on the "'arrest on sight"
Liste But he managed to elude the autho-~
rities and went to the UeK. to seck poli-
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tical asylum, However Tan, was given a
permit by the British Home Office to
stay in Britain for a ycar as a student,

A Home Office spokesman confirmed
this, but, declined any further state-
mente.

The Singapore Government has
alleged that Tan entered Britain on a
forged passport towards the end of last
yeare

Tan declared on his arrival that
he had written for political asylum in
Britain, He also asked for permission
to remain as a student,

The Home Office originally gave
him entry on a six-months visitor's per-
mite

At the end of his yecar as a stu-
dent, Tan will have to re-apply for an
extension,

In support of his rcquest for a
student's visa, he produced an accep-
tancc of his rcgistration with a recog-
niscd collcge of Learning,

The Home Office spokesman dee
clined to disclose thec name of this in-
stitution,

Should Tan re-apply for an edten-
sion, ccrtain customary checks will be
made by thec Home Officc, among them be-
ing whethor hc had becn a regular
attender at thc collegee

(Source: 26=-1-77 Straits Times)

When we arrived ~* Phet Buri, the "man's hcaven', we viere immediately
grected by some ‘Ybrothers'' (Brothel bouncer). All thc 18 peoplec in our al}-nalo
tour group got oursclvcs a 'temporary lover", I wouldn't proclaim myself ingocent
but I didn't hire the “temporary lover® enthusiastically. It was after a great
deal of persuasion from my collcagues and thosc "brothers' that I finally agreced
to hire ones Of coursc, I'vec only myself to blamc for having such wecak wil}.

Surprisingly, all those f'temporary wife" were very young and their c}oth-
ing very siimplc. Unlike those 'social escort! in Singapore, they werc not heavily
nade-up and most of them wore simple long sleeved shirt with long pantse (Of
course, I an by no nean condenning the social escorts in Singaporac.)

At thc hotel, ny “temporary wifc", a girl of 16, bhdiled water for mc to

bathe and then massaged nc while I lie ezxhausted after the long journcye. When shc
scated hersclf on thc bed, beside ne, I became nervous and didn't know what to do.
I have never touched a girl in this 23 ycars of my life and I didn't intend to
hurt one who is 7 yeats younger than I ame. However, I must admit that the tempta-
tion was stronge
Just then, a girl's crying and screaning -ould be heard from outside
the door, (Thank God, I was saved.) .
"Elder brotheri: Plcase forgive me, I doesn't mean it," the girl outside
cried in Teochew, 3 (Ses Py-16)



pLE

N
-

vl
"‘X;”l\:

n

LY

9

ot Y

apy oV

BY
¥,

<l

(¥4

o ¢ v
it LY}

—
=
r

4

s

Bbe BV
L "

Wik, Bl DA 884 R %a wwim;ﬁ%ﬁm%%
2R T A ESE %S A %“ME T - RE R A PMTE D MR

W?’J%%‘% M\ﬁ y SAA L\T 4 N R

19745 w38 1 B P e {W&%ﬁ]ﬁlﬂﬁ%ré’ﬁi’%ﬁﬁﬁl 4D
&~ TEER A g T AP 2 R Bk o k.
WAL TR IR B K ©

%ﬁﬁj/\ﬁﬂ’““? RS SHE Y RN ST IR TJ{,@WIJX@? ,‘Ei;/! R
U uf]

WRBARY B s,

RS AHE T F w?rﬁ%dﬂ HARAR NS hlh Qe m P AT Rl
t’ﬁkxﬁ?ﬁlﬂw b4 ERCREA {’*\33‘_2& NEZ-IC LNTL G N

L*L’ﬁ? R 3 S AGLESE a _\MT ] ’\ﬁ:}/& Ji/b(&[ @9k % 7

T, HINBY AT 5 finl l'] 3 miﬂi )Z%Mfﬂrfqv 2, B BT A
# mmw R QG R TR ,o,ﬁm# ki AR L.

] %zfﬁ\%:a ’%ﬁﬂh ELlaE R e oL L

&0, A0 E2 i nj S35 HH S g A4 OEEY.

J/m/\% £ 4w B AR A 8Y. /
W AT R Ak R 'c:h‘z;,waimﬁ EISRPYIL Z IS
oo Eah g =, - R B G 4G 125! a‘ SR Iw'% L5k dploma B
y AL REACTNEE: z’ﬁ;& AR AR AR

%MTA%% iiwl] (RIS e

A WGF SRS R 3 - i AP BT R RLERE S
WF 14 E -5 5F TR AN - 0B E 3 Y agshig A, [E 6
S GIELEE TR Tt

uY{QJ v5 1 J5 /4, QEK o %’4%/? Ry R 7

LA v;ﬁja‘jixm%g,%@_u LR NG IEY @ AREE K 48T
WERY &%&ﬂl**a EBb, tﬂﬁ%ﬂad%gi/k g\\ fa] 'f,‘ 1858 &ﬁ?f’\% T
(41502 1 R RS DA BB AE 1 40 9 R RILE AAR R A8 R
LYY AR LR R .

FE TR IS EE ey Tl
ﬁ#fL ":,Z’ ﬁ?ﬁi?}\ T4 51?\'5'{45’\%&7 FHGE B&K‘Zyﬁﬂ' 43 bslﬂ'ﬁ'\%ijgﬁﬁﬁi_ﬂ;l%

J'iz\ﬁﬁf‘; /J\g":\‘ﬁ 5‘& A”I&—.Hilq h’l‘Vk"/ag—,\\%/‘leqZLZ\ﬁ j‘/{ib*’ i

%ﬂogw’aﬂimxjwué%« 434 3,27 ’/a SELNI E N CERAE AL (ﬁ\%'fﬁ\iy_ﬂ\]

7

yFfids

=
/
71
&l



P By
..

[

—_—
S)

et =
v n

ﬁ ¢ C: .\‘/
[0 [

,.
&

ot 5
1 0

ZEF

B,
HRAATAVE SR A-AUT B DL R aUA DT |
Ahwzgay Pt 25d -1 DR 18 R -BR T E 3, BT AR
WA B R DS A2 Ak,
B T2 E A R L
—BE B <t A ST AR A Y A9, T MR E R 8 D40 asw
B0, B % A B e Rag =g A P, A R e ’*%%"B"J
B 1 744*14._—*«4441&’33 S Ah B 4k egs BYSE B AL KEY - B AR ]57':"\
]f\/q::jflz\ i K % 5, def)’[‘/«&%’l’! xﬂ-b}égogf\‘f/f}/%/\xx Ly
WALER 2 5}'14:3"%«?;,@} Rt H3-TER T Eﬁw?p%grﬂsm YER- I REY
BAR-L D Sm B Tre sk Ak 4 .’fam A QU E X
T ﬂa1 “i#‘ rj ‘?lu'fh ﬁﬂ\j'fdliw & 4% «Fiylv ;
iﬂillwéﬁ THEA R R AT R e A H ek FHE B
Bax BATR 3B Sy iy a R a9 1 RIH4% 5 2.
SRS SER-T LS A bSR3 AR TR
W e, waw '&d PR AR L TN G R LT - S E N A
VARG BY 3548 L By A GARAT YT &MLM&@T%%@%)E & F
iy Piéf 2 /%\J’(Y:‘f Seard of Governers Z%ﬁn]i/f #K {i&"&’*j—éﬂlqu'li %\@T
@ximh;j\gwé\\ﬁ@r L jombfod i w L O R EH L
*‘ia CHLE BY.
?”#f’a” e N
4\i’<ﬂﬁw £ G AR 008 40T A AR R DR
/Wg\({\e Al AL LR rfm """" Wy —-0° S0 S 9, Eﬂ /A”@IJ%Q;&J'
R R a5 0T AL R E R (gz/b 13 YL A Me. khoo 3#4T 3 T
0547 3h.
'ﬁgﬁékiﬂk_ﬁﬁl%EU%
uLEAY, %Z.Tf'i7\ a‘;ﬁ tﬁ.z\j%{fj‘ 1\,w-]'1x13$02(§(35§47)’]}} ’/‘M }fsz
SR i AR ok Fpy B 3l Y RZ AR T g AT AL Ko Ew%
Laiyd AL B s w%i@ﬂy w&jﬁjajﬂi S A B R
:4-1&41/& SREESES II@‘K'UM% 1t #Y 'Ti LT T E R -
*(’uw/\U\/\:tY]L’ ’_£-z\ Muﬁ ﬂv*tﬁ L%K)F%'}\"‘QW AFACAT] 5] A 3/3
&u?%ﬂ;bﬂ&
1245 2 AA T TG TS fy ot B e S IRay 57 FBE 300 1R A2t
EARAT ISR BA R RAA LW TP R TR R DL R K P

AN \.\’\\“\;\‘\\\\\N\;}\\\\\\\_mx_\\.\k\.\'\,\\.\\l\;\\l\k\\_\

.ﬁl‘{~

\\

A el cannot be polished without friction, mer a man perfected vwith-
out adverzity,

Freedom is nnt the tight to ¢do as you please but-the liberty to do as
you ought to.

True education enrolls us at the cradle and graduates us at the grave.
-5~



& & FEE INCREASE

The Mlnlstry of Health announced an increase of 150% in A & E Depart-
nent (from $4 to $10) and other nedical fees (outpatient and dental) just.
after they have completed thkeir 7-nontbs survey, This long surveyby the
Ministry is really one in which great effort had been put in to consider
the increase, But I still feél that they missed something ~-- the extra
burden it will add to the people, Maybe Dr, Toh thinks of them as superr
men and superwomen who will never get sick or $10 is nothing to them,
(70% of our people are earning less than {400 and if you try budgeting
out for a family of 4 then you will know that 10 do mean something to
them,) Don't forget that when a person is .sick, it means a few days with-
out pey and during these period some of them not only had to worry about
their family's brecd and butter but also the. higher medical fee === many
of our workers are daily-rated,

Now let's see what Dr. Toh's Ministry had to say about the increase:
1) The cost of running the hospital has risen and it is now already hea-
vily subsidized and therefore an increase in medical fee is necessary to
cover up the rising cost.

.2) Many people who visited the A & E Department arc "not really sick® and
many are treated as outpatients. Just because of these people the depart-
ment was overloaded and “‘the doctors overworked. So a heavy increase in
fee for this department will definitely reduce the number of sick people
from visiting it.

Now let's examine the facts and logic of his reasons:

1) a) The government recently is able to spend US 150 million to buy 21
Northrop Tiger jets end another few millions of our money in developing
Sentosa, building golf course, standardising footpath ard .... etc. But
why is it that they didn't put another few more thousands to subsidize on
our health: Is our health loss importent -than those things mentioned
above?

b) Who are the ones who normally go ‘to the public clinics and hospi~’
tals? They definitely can't be the rich 6r the upper class people. Of
course only the- poor cre the ones who cannot afford to visit private doc-
tors and are forced to join the queue when they are sick, Now not only
did Dr, Toh show no sympathy for them but also add more trouble for them,
But wasn't he supposed to represent and take care of them?

2) After the increase of fee was implemented, a survey was carried out
and it showed that the number of poeple visiting the A & E Department is
about the same as before, So his theory of 1ncrea31ng the fee to deter
the "not so sick" people from visiting the A .& E Departrient didn't work
at all, This only shows that the people are still concerned of their
health and are not 'so rich.as t6 give away $10 for simply nothing, Some-
times I just can't help wondering what tney have been doing during those
seven months of 'survey",

b) Is increasing the fee a correct
solution to stop those who are rot ‘serz
iously sick from visiting the A & E
Department? If it is correct, why is
it that the number of pecple had not
at all been reduced? This move by the
Dr. Toh in trying to deter those "not
so sick" people hed caused much hard-
ship for rany who are seriously ill,
So why doing this at the expense of
others who are really in need of the
medical treatment?

Now, facts have proven his theoxry
to be wrong and his reasons for the
increase in fee do not held at all,
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There shall be no love songs

In South ifrica this year,

For love emanates from the heart

And in Capetown there are 1o hearts of love,
Only malignant coronaries which transmit the
Warped brains of racists to breed uron the
Tortured bodies of oppressed blacks.

There shall be no love songs

To 1ull minds of black children to

Dream of beautiful fantasies of soft
Harmonious nights, The blood of black
Patriots still covers the gsoil of
Johoannesburg with yesterday's sadnecs,

Mo songs to comfort the pcor who dic

Fron malnutrition ond are buried in

Black graves without markers,

Therc shall he no love scngs

In South Africa this yzar,.

Only cunge druns beating cirges
And thke screams of ltlack nothers
Calling for their sons to

Come liome from the dead

Smell of diamnnd nincs,

o love songs,

They have 211 been rmuracre

issasginated by bastards who will wgny

A black man humanity bdbut steal his

Heart so inhumanity might live.

Therc shell he no love songs

In South Africa this ycar

They must rest in silence until the drums
0f black pecple arc ramped down the throats
Of their ouppressors, To beat deatl music
For those who dare steal a black man's heart
So a racist cen live to torment black chile-
dren,

FRANK O Neal
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THE DAY: WHEM LESLIE FUNG TALK ABOUT EXPLOITATION OF MALAYSIAN WORKERS
WETH SOME MALAYSIAN-*JORKERS
mm== 14TH APRIL !'78m—c—————

Receutly, the Graduates Socicecty of Selangor published a book called the
"Plisht of the Malaysion Workers in Singapore'". The book pointed out that
Malaysian worke¥s arc working ih Singaporc under discriminatory conditions
even thoush they have contributed greatly to the Singapore econonye

Leslie Fong was quick to react, He reacted with an article containing "inter-
views' with some 'workers! and, expectedly, these 'workers! denied the alle-
gation pointed out by the book. The article seemed convincing enough except
if you looked closely at the position of those 'workers'! being interviewed.
Let me list them out,

1« Wong Kok Hiong skilled worker Passed I.T.B. skill test
and lived in Singapore
for 9 yearse

2+ Thatchanemoorthi supervisor Blue IC holder, monthly
income about §1 000,
3. Hwang Hwee Ban supcrvisor Trade Union leader,

And besiles this, he clso interviewed Mr Low Guan Onn, Director of Jurong
Shipyard, and Lawrence Kwek, Asst. Gen. Sec, of P.I.E.,U. (the notorious chap
whe sued Weoh Piow for rioting).

He interviewed these pecple TO TALK ABOUT EXPLOITATION OF MALAYSIAN WORKERS!!!

You will probably find it very ridiculous for Mr Leslie Fong to do such a
thing. If he really wants to kmow the truth, he ought to talkcto ORDINARY
Malaysian workers, Such an article could be very misleadinge. As for the
readers, I suggest you talk to some ordinary Malaysian workers or read the
book "Plight of the Malaysian Workers im Singapore" and compare them with
M? Leslie Fong's article, You will truly understand the plight of the Malay-
slan workers in Singapore,

P 7

THE EDITORIAL BOARD WELCOMES YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS, \\
SUGGESTIONS AND CRITICISMS INORDER TO MAKE THIS
' MAGAZINE A SUCCESSFUL AND MEANINGFUL ONE,

THE EDITOR,
SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAT,
9, PRINCE EDWARD ROAD,
; SINGAPORE 2.
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(CONT'D---~BILINGUALISM)
(FROM PAGE 1)

ANALYSIS
N0 SHIFT IN GOVERNMENT POLIC

It would be wrong to think that the
recent upheaval in the language issue in-
dicates a shift of government's policy. No,
there isn't any change. The zgcvernment
have in the past been promoting English
language at the expense of the others, Eng-
lish was used in many subjects in non-kng-
lish schools even before the present imple-
mentaticn of many new policiese English
was and will be the key lansuage in jovern- _
ment departments, In the 1950's and 60's, Chinese was the doninant language in
Singapore, but now, it was totally cvcr-shadowed by English, Therefore, the
prcsent changes can only be seen as 2 stepring up in intensity of the govern-
nent's nast policics.

WHY ENGRLISH IS WO, 1

Mr Lee claims thot we must learn English in order to keep in step with
the world of Science and Techinology, but is this necessary so? No. The case
of Hong Kong @id not agree with Mr Lee, Honp Kong's situation is very much-
similar to Singapore; interms of Science and Technolopy, in terms of reliance
on English spealking countriez, in terms of education etc, and yet, the most
important language is Cantoncs:/Chinescs Jopan is another good examples Ja-
pan's Science and Technology ic decades ahead of Singapore and yet, most Ja-
panese spcaks only their national language. Other examples include I'rance,
Germony, Russia, China and nany others., Nooody would rcfute that scientists,
professionals or executives etc, should learn foreign languages (not only
English) in order to periori their functions norc effectively. However, ma
ing the. laymen learn a second language to 'keep in step with Science and
Technology!' would be adding cnto them an unnccessary burden,

“HY BILINGUALISM?22%

It should not be mistaken that the writer is anti~Bilinguolisme The
writer feels that Singaporcans should learn more languages, nct to 'lkeep in
step with Scicnce and Technolegy', but ratker to bridge the comnunication gap
between the races, In fact, nany Singnporean,“ an speak morc than one language,

IShivaTty Temil and Hoklkien, A ndarin and Malay, Mandarin and English, Malay and
English ctcs It is rather surprising that the government had hardly mentioned
the uscfulness of English in this aspccts .

Again, though uscful, English nced nct to be the dominant language 1in

Singnpore,

THE QUESTION OF CULTURE

Besides its uscfulness, the choice of a languagce has cevery thing to do
with the culturc of the socictrs In our casc, it is a question of oriental and
western culture,

Whnt do we mean by western culturs? ¥estern culturc is decadent culture,
many pecple would say. However, that is nou truecs Of coursec no one would deny
that drug abusc, hippism, sex: abuce, nude jog etc. arc bad influences brought
about by wcstern culture but what about its good sicde? Some westcorn songs (pop
and folk}, films and books are very truly the life and aspirations of the pco-
nlece Have you heard of #0ld Binck Joe", "The Sound of Silence™ (an anti- hunen
alienation song), "Bangladcsh (pop song, banned in Singapore), "Where have all
the glowcrs gone?" (an anti-Victnam War song), "We don't want your million"
and “Pic in the sky"(Working class song)s

Is western culturc vcaa or bad, then? In answering such a question, vc
can only say that TIHE Al TRED. CF WESTERN CULTURE IS THAT OF A DECADENT LA~
'2URE., This is cspecially truc when certain culture were barred from Singaporee

7ith the increase in popularity of English, their influence of decadcnt
western culture would surcly be cnhanced. Why, then did Mr Lee continue to pro-
mote Eunlish or does he haa any countermcasure? Perhaps the memorics of the
vigorou“ participation of masscs of stulcnts and workers in 1950's and 60's

still hautts his nind. He would rathor acc cpt western culturc which might
churn ou*t a potential lolitiv:l forcec the workers and studentse A report
in Straits Times headlinc 28th Ap;i states that Singapore University's
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geaduates were preferred, when compared with Nanyang University's graduztes bew
cause of "the attitudes and values developed during the eduectiomal process. As
a result of their different cducation zrd socialisatich process, SU.graduatas
develppe’quallitics and ettitudes which better fit the requirements of large and
foreign employers." Perbaps, this is the difference betweem the western armd the
orientcl culture and it is beyond doubt that Mr, Lee favours the earlicr
that's why Nanyang University had to be reformed, If the government sincerely
wants to stop deeadent culture, there is much to He done right now=-=-- but was
it done?? Bugis Strect and Desker Road are still in flull swing at night and
topless showa are performed in almost all the nighte=clubs. Our cimemes are
filled with sex and viglence, )

ACTIONS AND WORDS emwe==e—~ A-TEST OF SINCERITY

Whether the govermment is sincerely carrying out a bilingual policy is a
most vital question to be answcred, Facts, however, seems to speak against them,
Under the rule of the present govcrnment, the number of Chinese stream studcnts-
have been reduced to less than five percentage of the total student population,
A high percemtage of the subjects in the Chinese schools are taught im English
(moreover the important subjects are in English), but the government did not
increasc the No, of subjects taught in Chinese in English stream. Subjccts like
Civics, Arts, Litergture, Hicstory, Geography, Music can be switched to Chinesec,
—==== yhy weren't they????

Mr, Lec promiscd te encourage Chinese throt the RTS, the press, the
schools etes., However, thoss are only promises, which, according #o Mr, Lee him-
self, would take a very long time to realise.

CONCLUSION

It secms inevitcble that Chinese language, under the present so=-called
Bilingual Policy, would further lose its' significance, Declination of Tamil
and Malay language are also fated, Their studant population would diminish.in-—
Plux of decadent western culture ig unstoppable and it is expected that more
sosial problems will be created, In the mean time, Mr., Lee's countermeasure wf
breservind "Oriental culture" are yet to be realised (if ever).

AlI these phenomena further aids to the doubtfulness of the government's
sincerity in promsting a TRULY bilingual policy==—==== a doubt which has been
confirmed by the gecvernmemt's past actions, And this growing doubt can only be

cleared by the government'!s ACTIONS, NOT WORDS!I!i!?

T o R g R e 2R 2 R R R g S R b Rk el

~ SBSU FUND RATSING FILM~SHOWS

"Warious people have been scrowing S
up my narice Iit's a swell namce It S
belonged to"d bartender, o ministemgs

a classics scholcor and a burlesque?_i"’:;fﬁ
quecn, Itts Conroy, not Conrack, 'f”gfhfﬁ“ign“f
but if you want tc call me that, gdﬁﬁ'f;“, ]
allead, I'a heginning to like the 4y }kf

sound of ita" . I
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"Bitch! I spent money to onjoy myself, not to look at your crying
face," a rough voice in Hokkien thundered, followed by a whole string of obes
scenities mot fit for direct comsumption,

I walked to the door, opcned it and looked outside., Oh! It's that
old man in our tour group, who proclaincd that he already had a dozen grand
children, beating a prostitute who kas apparently younger than my "temporary
wife", That old beast! I wondered if he had a grand daughter of this agee
When I was about to get out, I saw two'bouncer' likc men approachinge. My
"temporary Wife'" who had squeezed beside me,took a peep hurriedly, and pulled
ne into the roon,

"Those hwo men arc not good men," she spoke in fluent Teochew as
she hurriedl¥ closed the door, "That sister would surely suffer when they
bring her to the 'towkay'!, " tcars werc already forming in her big eyes.

"Suffereesooes what suffer?' I askeda

"You look at ny backi® shc turned over and took off her pyjamase
"This is tho result of not satisfying the custormere"

On her thigh and back are thick lines af bulged lashes which
were obviously caused by whipping, I pitied her but didntt know what 0 saye

Probably finding me morc fricndly than other "customers', she
continucd to tell me her story:

"Eldcr brother, you don't knowe. I have bcen working here for 40
days and havce scrved 30 customers alrccdy. The first night an old man paid
4 000 bahts to "uncan" mce Hc looked likc an old devils I tried to cscape
and was bcatche... Last Sunday, a dark skinncd brother was like.n tiger; he
wanted thrce tihes in nne.nighty’ ¥ was tirced and he didn't like iteecesee®
and she started sobbing like a childe No, in fact she is a child who should
be onjoying school life nowe I strokc her hair and pomred her a cup of cold
water.

"Why do you work this kind of work?" I asked her aos she was buts
toning her shirt,

"Why? For rige, for survival." she spoke calmly, "My nother, ny
little brothers and sisters need rices"

"Huh! Thailand, the rice bowl of Asia has a 80% pcasant populpe
tion and is exporting ricc to SeE.Asiaj yct her 15, 16 ycar-o0ld daughters.
have to sell their bodies in exahange for rice."

"Where did you cone fron?"

"Chiang Rai."

"Chiang Rai? The place with beautiful scencries and farous for
artistic teak wood furniture."

"What art? I never study., I don't understand, I know thosc la-
bourcrs work very hard and their lives arc niserable, My father was also a
labourer and he died working," came thc flat but frank reply.

"Prorn Chiang Rai to here is almost 2 000 miles; how did you dind
your work here?"

"How?! I sold myself voluntarily, But I krow of sisters who had
becen swindled, checated, smuggled. Mc, I sold myself to the ftowkay' so that
ny family of nine woukdn't die of hunger, My wncle, a family of scvem, got
B0 rice tOseeee"

"Rice, again rice," I brokc into her story.

nSomec people introduced his daughter to work in the city but in-
stead forced her to work as -a prostitutce She didm't tell her parendk so as
not hurt their feelings., Many girls in out village disappearcd suddenlYeses!

How many morec giaa” ories are hidden herc iha this little hotel, I
nusecde

"Whaen cAm you go home, then?" I became interested,

"Go home? Every year, the 'towkay' will send us back homne for 3
days and then bring us backe"

"I didn't mean that, I mean when can you bé free? When can you
go hone and stop working here?"

Speaking of the word free, Siam was rcnamed Thailand inl1963 and
the word Thailand neans frccdom, What a ridicule,

"It depends, 1f we can pay our debts in 4 or 5 years, wc can g
homne, For those who were swindled or snuggled, it's hard to say. It decponds
on the 'towkay', They might bec foreod ¢o work till they are 25 and when she
is not even worth 300 bahts, she night be forced to do other work and labour
for the rest of her life," '

If you think that slavery is only something that you sece when
you wntch "Roots", it!s high time you wake up to the reality of lifec,

"How nuch must you pay?" I got more intcrested,

"I sold myself for 4 000 bahts (about S$450) and the !'towkay!
took 2 000 and gave 2 000 bahts to ny mothere But I nmust repay 4 000 bahts,

L 000 bahts, elder brother," .
— & -



"4 000 bahts? But you told me thati when the first customer who 'uncan=
ned' you paid 4 000 bahts, If it is like that, then you can pay your debt right
away," ! '

"Elder brother, they are not going to make life so easy for us," She be-
gan to bite her Iips again, "The towkay took all the 4 000 bahts as 'Ang Pou'
money and we didn't get a cent,"®

"Huh' I was shocked, Those animals are really blood suckimg, I took a
mouthful of the cold water to cool myself down and continwad, "after that?"

"aAfter that we get 400 bahts for one day's service and that is only
when we are belonging to the 1st class (14 to 20 years)., When we are older than
20 years, we are only paid 300 bahts for a day's service. And after paying the
towkay, the hotel manager, those 'brothers'(gansters), how much do you think
we get?ecsceses Less than 100 bzhts (say 5$11), That's why we always try to sat-
isfy the customers so that we can get extra income from tips to sent home. May
be, then, I can go home- at 20 and get married.,"

"Would you have trouble in marrying, I mean.,...." I was wdrried,

"0Oh! That wouldn't have to worry, No one would despise us for wcrking
as o prostitute., Everyone understand that we work here to enable our family to
survive,"”

"Yes," I thought., "Why should anyone despise her? She didn't rob or
stcal or exploit others., She cimply sacrifice her body so that memy others livel
_ At this point, I called at the 24 hour-service coffee house and cordered
some food and a pot of coffee. Our conversation lasted thoughout the night and
through the bonversation, I have learnt so much more about Thailand than I have
read from books and neuspapers in the past, More important than this is that I

know what I have learnt is TRUE,.

Lator when I was about to leave the place, she came to see me off. I
thenk her for telling me so much. She waved and told me that she hope that she
will not see me again. She is wrong, I want to see her, but not in Phet Buri,

I want to see her with her family in Chiang Rai.
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The ultimate long term solution is still to pressurize the Board cf Gover-
nors and to remind ther of the Admin's constitutional obligations to SPSU
in collecting compulsory fees for the Union, According to the SPSU con-
stitution, the Poly Admin. is legally obligated to collect students' Union
fees together with College fees,

Q: How is the relationship between the Union and the Poly Adnministration?

As As you well know, it is a legitimate right for students to organise them=-
selves in institutiong of high r learning and the college authority is obli=-
gated to provide the necessary facilities for activities organised by the
Union, whieh is run by elected stucent representatives, But, under the pre-
text of Administration policies, the present Acting Prinéipal, Mr Khoo Kay
Chai, has given the Union much hindrances in its activities,

Q: What hindrances are you referring to?

Ly For instance, recently wheix SPSU organised filmshows, slideshows or talks,
the Admin had demanded to know every details of the content of these pro-
gramnes before considerations were given to the booking of the roons and
necessary equipments, Until such Administrative policies, which are re@unf
dant, are abolished, the Union will have to put in extra work in "convincing"
the /dmin, In tines when their. cooperation is needed..

Qs I'n quite sure that the public are very concern of the student situation
here and in what way can they help? ) .

A: Any public criticisms should be directed to the Administrative Office in
Poly far adopting such high-handed attitude towards the Union, We do hope
to receive the support from the public, The public can follow the develop=-
nent of SPSU in the Singapore Technocrat,
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Poly, like other institution and cducation centres, is supposed to be
a place. where youngsters are trained and taught to be useful citizens who
speak the truth and learn to analyse, question and think critically. But
can all these ideals be achieved, if the dollege authority, hemselves,
plays dirty and practisc dcuds éontrary to.tiheir words 222272?7272272°°

All trickerics and unjust tactics done by the so-called 'honourable'
heads of the instit0tion had deeply pierced the hearts of the concerned stu
dents here. No! Not only do they hurt, they rekindled the many sparks of
anger within the studentse )

THE SYSTEMATIC PERSLECUTION OF SPSU

The Singapere Polytechnic Students® Union (SPSU) has always been a
target of the Administration in Poly, All .ecans, both subtle and hard-hit,
are aimcd at crippling the Union nnd repression has become part of everyday
life in"Poly, The recent happenirgs include riot sqpad in campus---- used
to drive away students from a peaceful sit-in, police, stand-by to creat a
terror bnckground in campus, refusal of co-operation in Orientation (worse
than thate----- stopping and 2indering the orgonisational work) etCesecoces

Below is an incident which touched meny a student at the sccnes

THE MAY 24 INCIDENT

On the 24th May'78, (Wed) the 3rd day of the Orientation 78/79 in wel-
coming the new students, all thc new students were gathered in the Main Lec~
ture Theatre for programmes to be carried out, Whilc the programmes were
being canducted imsidc the Lecture Theatre, the Disciplinary Officers, werc
all out, guarding the vcrious cntrance, preventing some unruly senoir students
(raggers) from entering the Lecture Theatre. These Disciplinary Officers are
students who voluntecred to help in secing to the safety of the new students
(the Admin, hos never put a clcar stand in rdgging ond never shoulder the
responsibility of ensuring the studsnts' safety in éampuss)

Though much effort hed besn put in pressurizing the Admine to perform
this part of their rcle, they turncd a deaf car to all these and cven closed
their eyes when such cescs happened and ;ct they claimed that they had yelled
their throats to explosion in shouting for a halt in Ragging(Contradictory wmd
hippocritical), The raggers in the campus werc getting more and more out ot
hands and tkey even went to thc extont of huriing a female student with a
bot tle and assault four other Union officials when they werc performing
their dutics. (Morec details in next issue) | )

On that vcry day, the rosgers were once again out, stationed at the en-
trance, creating much ck#®ds in campus and tried to for'c their wey into the
Lecture Theatre, Some Univa Disciplinary Officers tricd stopping them-while
2 ran to notify the campus In-charge to deal with the matters But, instead of
sticking out his nose to the whole incident, Mr Prestlcy Schanhorst cleverly
pushed off his responsibiliﬁy.by s~ying that the 2 Union officials had ap
proached the Wrong'cthhélx(him)‘in solving such cases and he started to walk
away, The 2 officials thek raced to the Admine block to comtact the Principoal
and other personnels in-charge. But, ironically, they were stopped by secu-
rity guards outsidc the office (why security guards??) and they demanded se-
curity passcs in entering the rooms, The 2 Union officials, both with Union
tages on, made known their identity and explained the urgency of -the whole
case. But the sccurity guar s, being under order, rcfused to allow entry for
the officials,

Sceing that the roggors outside were getting more and more out of con-
trol and the Admin's 'don't-care-la' attitude, one of the 2 Unicn officials
then phoncd for the police to deal with the case for they werc supposed to
naintain peace ane order, Within minutws, the policc arrived at the scene and
instcad of hcaring whot the Union officials (at lcast for the onc who contacted
the policc) had to say, they started to posc irrclevant questions at other
un-involwvcd students around (who werc cqually as blurr as them). The Union
officials werc takon by surprisc greatly. (Qf ceursc, after some analysing,
th ' is no surprisc at all,)

Soon after that, Mr., Loke Kum Chehg, the Registrar of Poly, and his
tripod scrvant, thc Liascn Officcr, Mr. Lec Kwok Kiong, made their sudden ap-




pearanéc at the scen (secmed that they had suddenly felt guilty -enough to
crrive at the scene)s, Loke immediately dragged the Assistant Superihtehidant
(ASP) Mr Se Toh Liang, to a side; (it was later learnt that Loke had se~
erotly called for the ASP to come to the campus), talked softly with him
and immcdiately, the ASP turncd-to Mr Ton How Song, the Upion House Scce,
and ordcred him to leave the campus as he claimed that Mr Tan is no longer
a Poly student, He, then, demandcd that 2 other Union Councillors; Miss
Tan Poh Sicw, the Vicce=President of SPSU and Mr Choo Teck Chyc, an ordinary
Councillor to leave, giving the samc oxcuse that they, too, arc no long-

cr Poly students as they are elready removed from’ their courses. He, oven
threatcncd that further actions like arrest would be taken if they rcfused.

The tripod Liason Officer, Lece Kwok Kiong, then started charging into
the Leeture Theatre, followed closcly by Loke, to get Miss Taar out., But
they were stopped by 2 female Union FOC (Freshmen Orientation Committee)
personnels, Some Ex-cos and Union officicls then walked out--of the Lec-
ture Theatre when they (Loke and Co.) were squeezing their way in, push-
ing the female officials violently. (Fancy that) _

"Mr Loke, what do you want at this nick of time???™ an Ex-co spoke
UDe

"Miss Tan Poh Siew is no longer a Poly student, and as such we've
come to get her out. She heos no right to remain-in the campus anymorc.' he
stubbornly retorted. ..

"But Miss Tan is the FOC Chairman and now the Orientation is still on,
she is supposcd to head the runuming of the Orientation and you have no right
to” chose her out., Besides, it is stoted in the Union Constitution, which
is algo abidce? by the Adninistration,body, that Union officials, holding
posts, will carry on taeir responsihility and posts until the next election
in Sept. Mr Loke, don't tell me yow are unaware of this fact?? DO you ex-
pect her to be as irrcsponsible as rou arc, to throw away hc¥ responsibis=
lity and work as she 1ikes227?22? You are doing -this just to kill™ the
Union, Let us ask you this question =-=~=-~- DO you recognise the Urion Con-
stitution?¥ ‘

"No, I don't," he uttered and once again tried to force his way 1ne

Moanwhile, the Group Leaders inside the dlccturc theatre were quick
enough to notify the studcnts inside of the incident and, within ninutes,
the new students orgonised themselves up an? the programme was stoppec.
Miss Tan Poh Siew theon walked out of tht lecture’ theatre bravely, witir the
new studcnts clapping hands insicde the room, shouting to mect Lode and the
ASP . The ASP domanded Miss Tan's I.C. and warned that should she rbfusgd
to leave thc campus, she could be arrcsted for trespassing anc not obeying
the law (what law is he talking alout?) '

Miss Tan bravely asked, "Why should this step-be taken at the nick
of the hour, when we are preparing for the Orientation???% Her question
weg met with no answer, only cunning looks answered her, She then turned
to the ASP and said,"The policc was supposcd to be’ called in to control
the long-heired roaggers who were getting out of hands in the campus, and
yet, you turned your hecad to take &'b;ﬁc'at use ‘Wbt docs this indicate??
Can you oxplain for this ridiculous ‘zetion of yours???? I am no criminal
nor gangster, instcad I am just helping to organisc thc ncw students, try-
ing to help thet an? onsuring a peaccful environment. From your attitude
hold, you are actually promoting hooligonism and ganrgsterism instead . of:
maintaining pcace and order, .‘hat have you shown to the students here??2"

"Yesi® echoed the studonts who merc presont at the scerc., "We demand
an cxplenation for this." . 4

_ "Miss Tan, if you arc not goimg to lcave; you will have to bear the
conscquence® (intimidating again) “he rctorted. ]

NO, N0, NO..ees" thc studemts bravely spoke up, '"We insist that
you explain to all the students inside the Lecturc Theatre, inclusive
of the now students, why you wanted the FOC Chairmah to be out of cam-
pus. You just cantt simply take hér hway without the stucdents knowledge.
The students inside would be very surprised if they find their FOC Chairman
suddenly gone,™ ) »

Just then, clapping sounds and shouts could be heard eoming from
the Lecture Theatre., The new students had opranised up themselves -and
were shouting "We want to meot you! We want to neet youl"

"No, N0, N0, NOseeos.l dontt-wnat to mect them All I want is to
get Miss Tan out of the campus." hevehemently replicd,

1¥¢s, we don't to sce thed;-theorets no necessity:to, at all" Loke
Kum Cheng slipped his tonguc’(sct héw contradictory he was. Before thc now
students werc no%ificd of -the ineddeént that happened outside, he rushed
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to gect in so as to catch the students mentally unprepared and hence scare
them off. But now, when thc new students had lcarnt of it, he pulled back
his trembling legs and rcfused to go in,)

The shouts and clappings grew stronger and stronger, intensifying in
volume, The Union officials then argued and talked them into emtering to tolk
to the studentss Out of shamefulness (No, not shomefulnessy; for they domn't
possess this 1little bit of shameful feeling Perhaps out of egoism and stubbor-
ness), they werc compclled to enter the Leeturc Theatre.

Upon: entering, immediatoly a microphone was handed to the ASP and the
students demanded for a reason of their unjust actse. The ASP madc no reply
and refused to talk in front of the studentse. Seeing that he had suddenly
turnod dumb, thc microphone was then dirccted to Loke Kum Cheng in answering
the same question, He, at first, too refuscd to talk (he is supposecd to be ome
who listen to the students and to cater for their interest), but after somc
pressure, he pluckec cncugh of his courage (may be his feathers too) and roe
marked that he woul.d spcak without 2 microphone,

UStudents, can you hear him from behind?" a student lcader asked. "NoiM
came the loud answere Still, the obstinate Loke refused to use a microphone,
(Fancy that) The MLT is such a largs place and cven the well-trained lecturers
were hardly able to speak without a microphone for all to listen, Then, how
can Loke, a meow-mcow man do so? Perhaps he thought that his purr is as loud
as a dog's bark,

"new studentsseeees!

He had hardly spoken thrce words, the students from bchind cchocd that
they cannot hear from behind, But still, the stubborn man spoke without onee
He started to point at the students rddely and said "We provide many facili-
ties here for ycu, we NaVC eeessccss

"Don't buy us,” the students shcuted, cutting his conversation. "Don't
divert, get to the point."

With cunming look and ficrce fires in his eycs, he warmed "You arc new
students herc and we welcome You horCesecces!!

Union officials, then; cchoed together "Stop intimidating the students,
you, Lokel™

"o, NO, NDesoes L'm not imtimidating," he childishly defended himselfs

At this juncture, o new student courageously stood up and remarked "You
call Si@gapore a democratic and just society?? Why the student leadors, people
who dare to speck out thc truth, not eriminals or gangsters, are not allowed
to do the right things ? And you, newer a rcason was given for your umscrupu-
lous acts."

All the students were very touched and happy at seeing that the new stua-
dents were so courageous and uniteds They spoke out their expressi freecly
and questioned them well, But Loke, the ASP ancd others crept secretly away
when the new students started to qucstion,

Following theilr departurc, the students, fecling very high-spiritecd,
started to sing songs. The touching incident had closer the gap between the
scnoir students, organising the FOC and the new students, attending the
Orientation., Ikstcad of scaring the students off; the incident had made many
a student morc awarc of tho many contradictions in Poly,.

It is a concrcte, clear-cut fact that during the whole incident, the
police and Admin showed a closc intimatc relatiomship existing, This close
collobrgtion is wery evident; who then ig their target??? The ragsers or
the Union?7???

LawW AND ORDER FOR WHOM??222°22

The police wes called in to maintain peace and order irn campus when the
Admin showed their apathetic attitude towards the incidente But why is the po=-
lice's definition of law and order, so diffcrent from the students'??? Even
the new studcnts are well awarc that the student leadere are doing somcthing
good for ther, not disrupting the peacc and order in campusy but ironically,
the police and Adiiin grcened to be poorcr in naking judgement than the new
students, What are law and order for then?? Whosce law and order are they???
Who do the police serve??? The rightecus ones or the unjust ones???2222272?

The answer to this gacstion can be found very clezrly by many a student
present at the sccne. Thru! this incident, instead of frightening the students
away it had served as an elucating processe Scecnes of drama occuring in front
and thesc are concrgte focts, Whoever can deny that??? The pross is not going
tao expose all these dirty tactics playeds But facts can never blind thc eyes
of the studprgs, More and more such incidents would only nnke the students
clearer and clearcr of their true naturce and their masks would defimitely be
urveiled, The many tactics uscd to frighten the studants, so that the students
would eventually be induced not to suprort the Upion, had failed, But many are
to cone. Yot, they come only to scrve ag cye-apeners for nany peoplefilii!
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